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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 08722 271750Z 

54 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 FRB-OI 

INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 SP-02 

CIEP-02 LAB-04 SIL-OI OMB-OI DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 L-03 

NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SS-I5 /098 W 

0I898I 

R27I5I2Z AUG76 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6976 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 8722 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BENC, ECRE, CO, PN, EWWTT 
NOXUBJ: ATRATO CANAL 

COLOMBIAN NEWSPAPERS CARRIED STORIES THIS WEEK THAT AN 
INTER-OCEANIC CANAL WOULD SOON BE BUILT BY THE COLOMBIAN 
GOVERNMENT. WHILE THE GOC HAS UNDERTAKEN PRELIMINARY 
FEASIBILITY STUDIES EOR A SMALL CANAL AND HAS GIVEN THE 
PROJECT A HIGH PRIORITY IT IS THE EARLIEST STAGE. THE 
CANAL WILL BE ONLY 30 KILOMETERS TO JOIN THE ATRATO AND SAN 
JUAN RIVERS NEAR THEIR HEADS. THE RESULT WILL BE A 600 

KILOMETER RIVER CANAL LINK BETWEEN THE TWO COASTS REACHING 
A HEIGHT OF 32 METERS AND THROUGH WHICH SMALL SHIPS UP TO 
NO MORE THAN 200 TONS CAN PASS. THE CANAL'S SIGNIEICANCE 
WILL PROBABLY BE LARGELY INTERNAL ALTHOUGH ECONOMIC STUDIES 
HAVE NOT BEEN BEGUN. THA CANAL HAS BEEN GIVEN A PRIORITY 
BECAUSE IT WILL OPEN UP THE CHOCO DEPARTMENT. IT WILL 
PROBABLY ALSO BECOME ATOURISM RESOURCE AND COULD 
OFEER SOME RELIEF TO SMALL BOAT TRAFFIC IN THE PANAMA 
CANAL. 

SANCHEZ 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, CANALS, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BOGOTA08722 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760328-0617 
From: BOGOTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976081 4/aaaaalnq. tel 

Line Count: 52 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morandr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 APR 2004 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <25 JAN 2005 by morandr> 

Review Markings: 
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US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: BENC, ECRE, EWWT, CO, PN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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